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A snapshot of the Victorian international health sector

Home to 22 World 
Health Organisation 
Collaborating Centres 

focusing on issues such 
as influenza, health literacy and 
obesity

Melbourne will host 
53 health and medical 
conferences in the 

next 6 years, with 73,450 
attendees and an economic 
return to the state of  
$428 million

10 leading healthcare 
and research 
organisations have 

committed to utilising 
genomics to improve health 
outcomes

A Pharmaceuticals and 
medical devices sub-
sector that employs 

more than 23,000 
people and that produced 
exports worth AUD$1.5 billion 
in 2016

Birthplace of the 
Global Health Alliance 
Melbourne which 

is comprised of 33 
organisations from 9 different 
sectors

Victorian organisations 
received USD$25 
million in funding 

towards neglected 
tropical diseases in 2015-16, 
which is 72% of all Australian 
funding in this period

9900 international 
students in 2017 were 
undertaking courses in 50 

health related disciplines 
in Victoria, and more than a 
third of all international students 
in Australia were studying at 
Victorian universities

Three clusters of 
high performing 
global health entities 

based around Deakin, 
Melbourne and Monash

180 biotechnology 
companies 
which contribute 

approximately US$12 
billion annually to the economy

Victoria hosts 10 
leading cancer health 
partners at the VCCC 

that has international 
partnerships with 120  
countries

Largest number of 
international non-
government organisations 

working in areas such as 
health systems strengthening, 
clinical interventions, humanitarian 
and emergency response

9 Australian Clinical 
Trials Networks are 
based in Victoria

During 2007-16, Victoria 
received USD$172 
million in neglected 

tropical disease research 
funding, representing 53% of all 
funding awarded to Australia

Over 40% of life science 
companies listed on 
the Australian Stock 

Exchange are based in 
Melbourne

57% of Australian 
International NGO’s 
overseas aid/

development assistance 
spending comes from Victoria

Global Health Alliance Melbourne
Level 5, 333 Exhibition Street, Melbourne, 3000 

email: ed@glham.org 
website: www.glham.org 

twitter: @glhamorg 
facebook: www.facebook.com/glhamorg 
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The visualisation of the survey results that  
underpin this report can be viewed at:

www.glham.org/members-expertise

Many of the key participants in the Victorian global 
health sector are in close geographical proximity to 
Australia’s largest health and research precincts. 

The Global Health Alliance Melbourne (GLHAM) defines 
these precincts as the Deakin, Monash and Melbourne 
precincts. GLHAM works within and between these 
three clusters.

The universities, hospitals, research institutions, 
international non-government organisations, 
biotechnology, medical technology and pharmaceutical 
companies co-located in these clusters are perfectly 
positioned to work together to produce internationally-
recognised breakthroughs in health challenges. 
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Neglected tropical diseases research funding in Victoria

Our member organisations

9,900 international students 
enrolled in 50 
health-related disciplines 
in Victoria

40-50% of Australia’s medical 
research funding

Victoria attracts

TOP 20 biomedical rankings

there are two 
Melbourne-based 
universities in the 

China &
India were the main sources 
of international 
students

$5billion
contributed to the 
international education 
sector

Over1/3 of all international 
students are studying at 
Victorian universities

Global health research and development is 
a growing asset class and during the period 
2007-16 Victoria secured $172 million in 
neglected tropical diseases research funding.

Victoria’s expertise in the international health sector continues to 
save lives, improve health outcomes and contribute to the Victorian 
economy. This expertise is crucial to our international health goal: to 
reduce health inequalities. 


