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Key messages:
With $4bn allocated to Official Development Assistance (ODA), plus an additional $304.7m COVID19 response
package for the Pacific and Timor Leste, we are pleased to see an effective increase in the aid budget for the first
time since 2013-14.
This additional funding is a welcome, and important one-off investment to support our neighbouring countries
through the economic and social challenges presented by the pandemic. But more information will be required as
to how this funding will be spent in order to understand its true impact in the region.

Materials received to date:
Given these extraordinary times, in place of the detailed Development and Statistical Summary outlining
the detail of the aid budget received in previous years, we were instead provided with a high-level
Development Budget summary.

What’s still to come:
•
•
•

Further information on the Australian Government’s COVID19 development response plans, to
be published soon on a country by country basis.
Annual public progress reports on implementation of country response plans
Global Health Alliance Australia have requested a more detailed, verbal briefing from the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) related to the ODA health expenditure, for
Alliance members

ODA overview:
•
•

•

$4.000bn in FY2020-21, down from $4.044bn in FY 2019-20
Plus an additional non-ODA $304.7m COVID19 response package for the Pacific and Timor-Leste
Australia’s public spending on ODA as a proportion of our GNI in FY 2020-21 remains at 0.21% of
GNI (excluding the $304.7 contribution)

Source: https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/pbs-2020-21-dfat-aid-budget-summary.pdf

$304.7m COVID19 response package for the Pacific and Timor Leste:
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

A COVID19 Response Package was announced to deliver critical, temporary, economic support,
targeting the Pacific and Timor Leste to address the costs of the pandemic
This funding is in addition to the $4bn ODA allocation
The value of this package is $304.7m over 2 years:
o 2020-21 = $200m Administered / $2.4m Departmental
o 2021-22 = $100m Administered / $2.3m Departmental
The package will be administered by DFAT, but not classified as ODA, and there is no publicly
available criteria as to how the money will be spent as yet. It is understood that this will be
detailed in the individual country COVID19 response plans to be released soon
This is a grant, not a loan
Likely to include spending on budget support, women and girls
Possible to be a mixture of both non-ODA and ODA expenditure

$23m COVID19 response package for ASEAN nations:
•

•

$23m allocated, over 3 years, to COVID19 Vaccine Access and Health Security Program to
support the Pacific and Southeast Asian countries
o 2020-21 = $8.9m Departmental
o 2021-22 = $10.1m Departmental
o 2022-23 = $4.2m Departmental
It is understood that Departmental funding is used to fund corporate and administrative costs,
such as additional DFAT positions in Australia and overseas to support the rollout of programs.

Geographic overview:

Region

2019-20

2020-21

Notes

The Pacific

$1.38bn

$1.44bn

Plus $304.7m non-ODA COVID19
Recovery Package for the Pacific
and Timor Leste

Southeast and East Asia

$1bn

$1bn

South and West Asia

$266m

$193m

•
•
•
•

Cut by 27%
Afghanistan funding cut by
35%
Pakistan by 66%
Funding to Rohingya crisis
won’t be impacted.

Sub-Saharan Africa

$119m

$61.4m

Cut by 48%

Middle East and North Africa

$80.9m

$31.6m

Cut by 61%

Source: Development Policy Centre, Presented by Stephen Howes

Key Program overview:
Program

2019-20

2020-21

Notes

Indo-Pacific Health,
Water and
Sanitation Initiatives

$102.4m

$168.2m

Contributions to
Global Health
Programs

$128.4m

$91.2

In 2019–20, the global health allocations included a larger than
usual payment to the Global Fund, aligning with its multi-year
replenishment schedule. Australia is increasing its overall support
for global and regional health programs, including through a
substantial increase in Health, Water and Sanitation sectoral
programs in 2020–21 (Department of Foreign Affairs, 2020)

Gender equality
Initiatives

$55m

$65m

This is to recognize the disproportionate impact the pandemic is
having on women and girls. Funding is for regional and global
initiatives and bilateral activities. It will complement the country
specific gender equality initiatives as set out in annual reports
and other reports of the Australian aid program.

Global Humanitarian
Partnerships

$133.5m

$106m

Humanitarian and
Covid Response
Fund

$150m

$200m

Includes a $200m Humanitarian Emergency and COVID-19
Response Fund

UN, Commonwealth
and Other
International NGOs

$288.1m

$265.5

Core funding remained steady for: United Nationals Children’s
Fund, UNDP, WHO, UNPF, UN Women, United Nations
Programme on HIV and AIDS

NGO, Volunteer and
Community
Programs

$191.9m

$175.1m

Some existing or planned activities that couldn’t proceed due to
Covid travel and movement restrictions include: Australia Awards
and Australian Volunteers program.

Cash Payments to
Multilaterals

$234.6

$362.6m

Recent multilateral replenishments:

Disability

$12.9m

•
•
•

•
•
•
$9.6m

ICRC down 27% from $27.5m to $20m
UNRWA down 50% from $20m to $10m
WFP down 25% from $40m to $30m

Global Fund: up from $73m to $81m p.a
Gavi: Up from $50m to $60m p.a
World Bank IDA: Down from $215m to $166m p.a
(Development Policy Centre, 2020)

The reduction in funding for disability is a deeply concerning
development for the Partnerships for Recovery strategy which
puts inclusivity at its heart.

Global Health in the 2020-21 Health Budget:
Anti-microbial resistance
An additional $22.5 million investment in antimicrobial usage and antimicrobial resistance (AMR)
surveillance, to monitor and address the threat from increasing rates of AMR. This builds on a previous
investment of $4.8 million.
Malaria
$729,037 development grant for Monash University for the Development of a New Class of Broad-Stage
Antimalarial Agents
Response to COVID19

•
•

$7.8 million - Response to Outbreaks - Australian Medical Assistance Teams (AUSMAT)
deployment
Medical research and vaccines
o $362 million, including $95.2 million from the Medical Research Future Fund for
diagnostics, vaccine development, antiviral development, clinical trials, digital health
research infrastructure and research into the human immune response to COVID-19
infection
o $80 million to secure COVID-19 vaccines for developing countries through the Advance
Market Commitment component of Gavi COVAX Facility.

ODA trends around the world:

Source: Development Policy Centre, Presented by Stephen Howes

Debt servicing levels:

Source: Development Policy Centre, Presented by Stephen Howes
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